Introduction to Minority Politics

Political Science 61 / Chicano/Latino Studies 64

Second Exam

Essay Question


The following essay question will be asked on the midterm exam.  Your answer will count for up to 67 percent of your midterm grade.  In addition to answering the essay question, you will be expected to answer three identification items selected from the class readings (from a list of six).  In your answers to the identifications, I expect to see both a definition and a statement of the significance of the identification item to the study of minority politics.  Your answers to the identifications should not exceed 100 words each. 

Throughout the course, we have assessed the validity of pluralism and two-tiered pluralism as analytical tools to understand the political resources and opportunities of U.S. racial and ethnic groups.  In an essay, please define pluralism and two-tiered pluralism. Assessing both minority civic and electoral participation and the public policy issues addressed in class, analyze which model offers the richest theoretical foundation for understanding contemporary U.S. race and ethnic politics.  In your answer, you should focus on the experiences of specific racial and ethnic populations, but you should not exclusively focus on just one group throughout your answer (meaning you need to assess the experiences of more than one racial or ethnic group to answer the question completely).

