
CONTENT WARNING

This presentation engages with sensitive 

material, including examples of racism 

and stories of physical violence.

Your discretion is advised and 

encouraged.
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Guardian News/YouTube (June 20, 2020)
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Porter/Business Insider (March 12, 2020)

Fritze, Subramanian, Wu and Jackson/USA TODAY (June 21, 2020)

(2020)
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In this module, we will:

1. Explore how pandemics have been 

racialized throughout history

2. Examine the different ways in which 

COVID-19 was racialized online as the 

pandemic unfolded

3. Analyze efforts to counter this online 

hate by social media platforms, 

institutions, and grassroots activists

Photo credit: Ying Ge/Unsplash (June 7, 2020)
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Racialized Outbreaks Throughout History
Persecution of Jews during the Black Death

Irish Catholics blamed for 

1832 cholera outbreak

“Yellow Peril” and the Chinese Exclusion Act

Wikimedia

Wikimedia

Washington State Historical Society

Chinese Hospital, San Francisco

Source: Trauner/California History 1978
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Racialized Outbreaks in the 20th Century

Pittsburgh Tribune-Review (April 26, 2003)

Source: “The Politics of SARS” (Ho-fung Hung/Asian Perspective 2004)
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“disease is a social issue, 

not just a medical one”

The stories we tell about 

disease have the power to 

“promote or mitigate the 

stigmatizing of individuals, 

groups, populations, locales 

(regional and global), 

behaviors, and lifestyles”

The Kiss of Death (Kitta 2019, 134-135)

Utah State University Press (2019) Duke University Press (2008)

Lawrence K. Altman (May 11, 1982)

(March 2, 2020)

Contagious (Wald 2008, 3)
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Walker/Media Matters For America (March 5, 2020)
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Social Media 

and COVID-19
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Anti-Asian hate continues to spread 

online amid COVID-19 pandemic

Stop AAPI Hate (August 27, 2020)

Hawkins/The Washington Post (Feb. 1, 2020)

Macguire/Al Jazeera (April 5, 2020)
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Ziems, He, Soni & Kumar/arXiv (2020) L1GHT (2020)

Croucher et al./Frontiers in Communication (2020, 1)
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Elmer, Burton & Neville/The Conversation (June 9, 2020)

Katersky & Pereira/ABC News (May 11, 2020)
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“For Black communities, uncertainty is driven by a 

longstanding distrust of mainstream media and a history of 

trauma from interactions with powerful institutions, like 

medicine and government. Whitewashed newsrooms, blanket 

reporting on Black issues without layered context, and 

chronic underreporting of Black trauma and success have left 

a major gap that’s made even more clear in times of crisis.”
Canaries in the Coal Mine (Collins-Dexter 2020, 18)

Cover illustration by Jebb Riley (2020)
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Black Lives Matter Protests

Holly Pickett/The Washington Post (2020) Andrew Harnik/AP (2020)
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Godlee/The BMJ (June 11, 2020) American Psychological Association (May 29, 2020)

Charli XCX/Instagram (May 31, 2020)

Cardi B/Instagram (May 28, 2020)

(2020)
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Disinformation about BLM Protests

Kates/CBS News (June 2, 2020)

dsmp.official/Instagram (July 8, 2020)Dunroamin4ever/Twitter (May 30, 2020)
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Scroxton/Computer Weekly (June 4, 2020)

Spangler/Variety (June 2, 2020)

Breland/Mother Jones (June 8, 2020)

Stanley/Gizmodo (June 27, 2020)Raisha Doumbia/TikTok (2020)
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Strategies to Combat 

Online Hate
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Jia Liang Sun-Wang /Twitter (Feb. 3, 2020)

Amanda Petrusich/The New Yorker (June 5, 2020)

Source: Twitter (2020)

Walters/Daily Mail (June 4, 2020)

Dalton & The Associated Press/Fortune (June 4, 2020)

(2020)
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How have our institutions responded to 

cyberhate during the pandemic?

How might these responses be improved?
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Johnson/The Hill (August 5, 2020)

Yurieff/CNN Business (June 29, 2020)

Vincent/The Verge (August 20, 2020)

Spangler/Variety (June 29, 2020)

McFarland/Unite.ai (July 12, 2020)

Seetharaman & Horwitz/Wall Street Journal (July 21, 2020)

Wikimedia
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Taking Action
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“The beauty of anti-racism is that you don't

have to pretend to be free of racism to be an

anti-racist. Anti-racism is the commitment to

fight racism wherever you find it, including

in yourself. And it's the only way forward.”

Kari Paul/The Guardian (July 7, 2020)

Ijeoma Oluo/Twitter (July 14, 2020)

Seal Press (2018)
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“Epidemics [are] mirrors that reflect who we are back upon us.

It’s scary because it means that we see both our darker and our 

brighter selves.

That does give us hope in one sense: Our destiny is what we are 

wise enough, collaborative enough, and willing enough to create.”

Yale University Press (2019)

Snowden interview excerpts from Roge Karma/Vox (April 10, 2020)


